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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

L (Currently Amended) A method of designing a system that includes a computer 
application medeHiosted on a hosting environment-medel, the method comprising: 

(a) modeling the-a particular hosting environment i n cluding su ch that the hosting 

eiwiroftme irt^e d^-m cludoG configurable 

(1) configuring hosting environment settings for the particular hosting 

environment, and 

(2 ) identifying one or more device-specific constraints placed that are 

imposed by the, h osting environment settings on the- prospective application s to be hosted on the 
particular hosting environment -reede!:; 

(b) modeling the- a particular application including ^e h - t - hat -- th ^ app l- iGation - mode l 

( 1 ) configuring application settings for the particu lar application, and 

(2) identifying constraints piaeed~ im posed by the application settings on the-a 

prospective, hosting environment-ffledet of the particular application ; and 

(c) validating the design of the system by 

(1) comparing the hosting environment settings medel-to the constraints 

imposed by the application settings, and 

(2) co m pari n g th e .application-medet, settings to the device- specific constraints 

imposed by the hosting environment settings . 

2, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the constraints imposed by the 
application settings or the hosting environm ent settings include configuration parameters, 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein (c) comprises: 

analyzing the application settings to determine whether the application settings satisfy the 
constraints imposed by the hosting environment settings, eonstrakitSv 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein (c) comprises: 

analyzing the hosting environment settings to determine whether the hosting environment 
settings satisfy the constraints imposed by the application settings, eons&arnter 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the particular hosting 
environment comprises a distributed computing system. 

6, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the particular hosting 
environment comprises a plurality of server computers. 

7, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the particular hosting 
environment comprises a logical computer workstation, 

8, (Original) The method of claim 1 s further including after (c): 

(d) displaying on a display device a list of constraint conditions that are not satisfied. 

9, (Original) The method of claim 8 ? further including: 

(e) displaying a link in the list of constraint conditions that are not satisfied that links 
a condition in the list to a diagram that illustrates the condition 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, further including after (c): 
displaying on a display device an error icon when a constraint is not satisfied. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein (a) comprises creating a system definition 
model document. 

12 (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein (b) comprises creating a system definition 
model document. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A design tool for validating application and hosting 
environment settings and constraints, the design tool comprising: 

a module for modeling a particular application by 

setting application settings for the particular application, and 

identifying appli c ati o n constraints imposed by the application settings on a 

prospective hosting environment of the particular k^aft-application-medet; 
a module for m odeling a particular hosting environment by 

setting configurable hosting environment settings for the p articular hosting 

environment and 

identifying boating environiB eat- device-specific constraints m-a^ that are imposed 

by the hosting environment settings on prospective applications to be hosted on the particular 
hosting environment model; and 

a validation module that performs at least one of the following: 

determining whether d eteni mes^vbeif^east-seme-ef-the application settings do 

Bet-satisfy eeffespending- the device-specific constraints imposed by the hosting environment 
settings, and 

determining whether the hosti ng envir onment settings satisfy the cons traints 

imposed by the appli cation settings. 

14. (Currently Amended) The design tool of claim 13, wherein the validation module 
determines instances where the when-application settings do not satisfy the device-specific 
constraints imposed by the hosting environment eon s trai - nt s settings. 

15. (Currently Amended) The design too! of claim 13, wherein the validation module 
determines instances where the when-hosting environment settings do not satisfy the constraints 
imposed by the application e - on s traint s - settings . 

16. (Currently Amended) The design tool of claim 13, wherein the particular hosting 
environment comprises a distributed computing system, 
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17, (Currently Amended) A method of identifying configuration errors for an application 
bound to a hosting environment, the method comprising: 

(a) displaying application elements in a first region of a user interface screen ; 

(b) displaying hosting environment elements in a second region of the user interface 
screen, at least one of the hosting environ ment ele ments representing a device in the hosting 
environment ; 

(c) in response to a command from a user a moving elements from the first region to 
locations in the second region to bind application elements to hosting environment elements; 

(d) validating the design by analyzing application and hosting environment settings to 
determine whether the settings satisfy hosting environment and application constraints, 
respectively; and 

(e) displaying validation errors in a third region of the user interface screen . 

18 (Currently Amended) At least one computer-readable medium containing computer- 
executable instructions for performing the steps comprising: 

(a) receiving data regarding a particular application , which data that includes 
application settings and constraints pteeed -imposed by the application settings on a prospective 
hosting environment of the p articular application ; 

(b) receiving data regarding a particular hosting environment da te-that includes 
hosting environment settings and device-specific constraints ptaeed- imposed by the hosting 

environment settings on the- prospective application s to be host ed on the particula r hosting 

environment; and 

(c) validating a design of the system by comparing the settings to the constraints. 
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